Were these gifts intended to be transitory?

No. See Romans 11:29, James 1:17. Some point to 1 Cor.13:8 as proof of this but note the following verses. Only in heaven will the necessity for these gifts cease
What is the use of tongues today?

a. Tongues are primarily given for the purpose of ‘speaking to God’ (1 Cor. 14:2) and ‘magnifying God’ (Acts 2:11, 10:46)

b. For the edification of the Church (1 Cor.14:5). In this case the public messages in tongues would be translated by the supernatural ‘gift of interpretation’ (1Co.12:10)
c. For the edification of the individual believer (1 Cor.14:4 - edified, though not intellectually – see v.14). Notice that Paul thanks God for the gift (v.18) and wishes they all had it (v.5)

d. As a supernatural sign to un-believers (1 Cor.14:22) It is one of the ‘signs’ with which God ‘confirms His word’ (Mark 16:17,20, Heb. 2:4)
Are ‘tongues’ languages known & spoken on earth?

There are ‘tongues of men’ (known languages) and ‘tongues of angels’ (unknown tongues) (1 Cor.13:1)
Can we expect any other supernatural manifestations of the Holy Spirit? Yes. There are nine gifts of the Holy Spirit mentioned in 1 Cor.12:7-10 and we are told in 1Cor.14:1 to desire them (See also 1 Cor. 12:31, 14:39). Their primary purpose is to confirm the preached word of God (Mark 16:20, Acts 4:12-14,30)
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THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

What is the baptism in the Holy Spirit?

It is the ‘promise of the Father’ (Luke 24:49, Acts 1:4,5)
What was the ‘promise’ referred to by our Lord?

God’s promise was to pour out the Holy Spirit upon all flesh (Joel 2:28)
When did this Spiritual outpouring first occur?

On the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4). Peter, explaining the phenomenon, says ‘This is that…’ viz. Joel’s prophesy (Acts 2:16-18)  

Why was it necessary for the disciples to wait?

Because the Holy Spirit was not given until Jesus had been glorified (John 7:37-39, Acts 2:33)
Was this promise only for the Apostles?

No. 120 (including women) received on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 1:12-15)
Was it for the Jews only?

No. In Apostolic days Jews and Gentiles received this gift (Acts 10:44-48, Acts 11:15-17). Notice that the promise in Joel’s prophecy is for ‘all flesh’. There is no distinction in Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:28)
Is this promise (the baptism) for us today?
Yes, it includes every child of God (Acts 2:39). In Acts 2:17 we are told that the promise was for the ‘last days’ and Peter claimed it for his day as well. Then it necessarily includes the days we are living in - days preceding the Lord’s Second Coming (Joel 2:28-31)
Are we not baptised in the Spirit when we are saved?

The ‘baptism’ is an experience separate and distinct from the conversion experience. Examples:
a. At Pentecost. They were already saved before the outpouring. Christ had previously assured them they were ‘clean’ (John 13:10, Luke 10:20)
b. At Samaria. In Acts 8:12 we read that they believed and were baptised (thus fulfilling Mark 16:16) and yet had not received the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:15)

Have not all Christians the Holy Spirit?

To be ‘born of the Spirit’ (John 3:5,6) is different from being ‘baptised with the Spirit’ The ‘baptism’ is the power of the Holy Spirit coming upon us (Compare Acts 1:8 with John 14:16,17)

What is the baptism for?

It is to impart power for Christ’s service (Luke 24:49, Acts 1:8)

The Holy Spirit in regeneration imparts new life (John 3:5, 4:14), the Holy Spirit in baptism imparts power for service (John 7:38, Acts 1:8)
Is this experience necessary for Christians?

a. The Saviour did not begin His ministry until He had received the baptism in the Spirit (Luke 3:22)

b. The 120 were commanded to wait until the Holy Spirit had come upon them (Luke 24:49, Acts 1:4)
c. New Testament converts were immediately shown their need to be filled with the Spirit (Acts 8:14-16, 19:1-2)
d. It is God’s command to all believers (Eph. 5:18)

Should we expect supernatural signs to follow our being baptised in the Holy Spirit?

Yes (Mark 16:17,18). The New Testament experience was always accompanied by supernatural signs (Acts 2:33, 8:18, 14:11)

How did believers know when they had received the Holy Spirit in this way?

a. Acts 2:4: The whole 120 began to speak with other tongues

b. Acts 8:17,18: ‘Simon saw’ a visible sign
c. Acts 9:17. Paul spoke with tongues (1 Cor. 14:18)

d. Acts 10:45,46: Tongues convinced Peter’s companions that the Gentiles had received the baptism

e. Acts 19:6: Tongues and prophecy were received by all these baptised believers

A reasonable conclusion is that in all cases the evidence of the baptism was the speaking with new tongues

Were not these tongues given solely for preaching to the strangers frequenting Jerusalem? 
No, for we read:
a. In 1 Cor. 14:2 that tongues are not necessarily for ‘speaking to men’ or for preaching, ‘for he speaks mysteries’

b. Tongues were not given for preaching at Caesarea (Acts 10:46) or at Ephesus (Acts 19:6) but for ‘speaking to God’

c. At Pentecost there was no necessity for tongues in order to reach the different nationalities as they all understood Peter without anyone interpreting for him. In this case tongues were a sign to the unbelievers (Acts 2:12, 1 Cor. 14:22) 
