TALKS ON THE HOLY SPIRIT
NO. 6: A BRIEF STUDY OF THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
INTRODUCTION
It is a sad fact that movements and denominations which have been bulwarks for the Gospel have often become bulwarks against the Spirit of God and His gifts. It is tragedy to see churches which are praying for revival and claim to be founded on the New Testament, vigorously opposing the Holy Spirit's gifts and forbidding the miraculous things that happened in the New Testament from taking place in their churches. The traditions of men have replaced and made void the Word of God in our day, just as surely as they did in our Lord's time. Mk.7v9-13. Col.2v8. 1Pet.1v18. Religious leaders still oppose the miraculous works of the Holy Spirit just as they did in our Lord's ministry. 

Those who insist that God has withdrawn spiritual gifts must, if they are to be consistent, insist that God has removed them all. However it is a fact that Christians who say that spiritual gifts have been withdrawn do in fact often pray for God to manifest His gifts. They pray for people to be physically healed; this is a gift of healing. They pray for illumination upon a problem or guidance from God; these are in the province of words of wisdom and knowledge. They pray for preachers to be anointed by God, for people to be blessed and for Satan's hold upon people to be broken; all these are in the sphere of operation of the gift of faith. They pray for a miraculous supply of material needs; this is the province of workings of miracles. They pray for a revelation of God to the soul; this is a discerning of spirits. They pray for the Holy Spirit to inspire them in worship and prayer; this is the function of the gift of tongues and prophetic prayer. 
The rejection of spiritual gifts is really a rejection of God's influence in His Church. God has given these gifts so let us accept them and not charge God with folly or frustrate His loving purposes through His gifts. “The powers of the age to come,” are still available today, for God has promised to confirm His truth by signs, wonders and miracles until the great and notable day of our Lord's second coming. Acts.2v17-21,38,39. Heb.6v5. 13v8. 

THE NINE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THEIR THREE MAIN DIVISIONS
The following descriptions show the major characteristics of each group.

A. Gifts of Revelation and Information; Out of God's omniscient love
1. The gift of a word of wisdom.  2. The gift of a word of knowledge.  3. The gift of discernings of spirits.

B. Gifts of Action and Power; Out of God's omnipotent love
4. The gift of faith.  5. The gift of workings of miracles.  6. The gift of gifts of healings.

C. Gifts of Inspiration and Comfort; Out of God's omnipresent love
7. The gift of prophecy.  8. The gift of various kinds of tongues.  9. The gift of interpretation of tongues.
PART 1. THE THREE GIFTS OF REVELATION AND INFORMATION
1. THE GIFT OF A WORD OF WISDOM
A word of wisdom is not natural wisdom sanctified to the service of God or the ability to rightly interpret the Scriptures or guide and counsel people wisely or wise administrative ability. It is the revelation of the will, plans and purposes and advice of God. It has been the channel of God's revelations of His eternal counsels and sovereign purposes. God has warned and directed His people through this gift in times of divine judgement, natural catastrophe, national disaster, persecution and danger. The Church can never reach the level of powerful witness that God intends if it lacks the divine direction of God through His words of wisdom. 1Sam.25v5,6. Mt. 2v12,13,19,20.13v17-35. 21v23-27. Col.1v26.; Gen.6v18-22. 18v17-33. 19v12,13. 2Chron.36v15-21. Gen.41v1-44. 2Kings.4v8-17. 8v1-6. Acts.6v10. 11v27-30. 22v17-21. 27v9-11,21-25,30-34,44. Lk.12v11,12. 19v41-44. 21v12-15. The Church needs men who have heard God's call, Ex.3v1-13. Is.6v8; and know His strategic plans. Josh.5v13 to 6v5. 1Kings.17v1. 18v1-46. Acts.2v4. 8v26-29. 10v1-48. 13v2. 16v6-10. 

WARNING. Don't let others direct you in God's work by supposed revelations. Don't accept revelations outside of or additional to Scriptural truth. Don't expect even genuine words of knowledge to always happen immediately. Don't forget that sin can hinder promised blessing and repentance and a new consecration can stop the judgement of God. Rom.8v14. with Heb.8v8-13.; Eph.2v20. 3v5.; 1Pet.1v10-12. Heb.6v12. 10v32-39.; Jonah.3v9,10. Is.38v1-22. Ps.95v8-11. 2Cor.6v16 to 7v1. 
2. THE GIFT OF A WORD OF KNOWLEDGE
A word of knowledge is not any kind of natural ability or knowledge or even a good knowledge of the Scriptures. It is a supernatural revelation given by the Holy Spirit that reveals to us facts that we need to know but which we could not know other than by divine revelation. It includes all areas of knowledge except that covered by the word of wisdom and discerning of spirits. Words of knowledge can inform us of facts in the past, present and future. 

Words of knowledge can warn of dangers ahead; 1Sam.23v9-12. 2Kings.6v8-12. Mt.2v12,13. Acts.21v10-12. Jn.13v36-38. 21v18,19. They can expose a person's heart and life; 1Sam.16v6,7. 1Kings.14v5,6. Jn.6v70,71. Lk.7v36-40. 14v1-6. 2Sam.12v1-9. Jn.4v16-19,29. 2Kings.5v20-27. It can reveal a seeking or wounded heart and so meet its need; Acts.10v1-48. 9v10-19. Is.61v1-3 with Lk.4v18,19. They can greatly encourage people; 1Kings.19v14-18. Mt.28v6-11. 1Kings.13v2. 2Kings.21v24-23v25. Is.45v1-4. Jn.1v48,49. They can reveal needs for prayer; Col.2v5. Mk.14v27-31,37,38,50. Rev.2  and 3. Words of knowledge can also meet material needs; Mk.14v12-16. Mt.17v24,25. Mk.11v1-7. with Zech.9v9. 1Sam.10v1-8. 30v1-8,18,19. Words of knowledge are often manifested in Scripture in conjunction with words of wisdom and discerning of spirits. Words of knowledge were an important part of the Old Testament prophet's armoury and often confirmed their message and they still have an important place as a sign and wonder; Dan.2v21-26. Jn.4v28-42.
3. THE GIFT OF DISCERNINGS OF SPIRITS
This is the seventh in the list in 1Cor.12v8-10. It is not a critical spirit; Mt.7v1, or Christian discernment, or psychology; Mt.7v5-23. 10v16. It is not Spiritualism, which the Scriptures condemn; Lev.19v31. 20v6. Deut.18v8-20. Is.8v19,20. The gift of discerning of spirits is the supernatural ability given by the Holy Spirit to temporarily see into the spirit-world. It can reveal a demonic cause of sickness or depression. Acts.10v38. Lk.13v10-17. Satan and the powers of darkness take a sadistic pleasure in attacking people's bodies and minds. However, not all sickness is due to Satan; Mt.4v23,24. 17v15-18. Gen.2v9,16,17. 3v1-24. This gift can also reveal a human servant of Satan; Acts.8v9-23. 13v6-12. 16v16-18. It can reveal Satan's attacks upon Christians and churches, by infiltration, seduction and persecution; Rev.2 and 3. 

This gift can reveal ministries of God’s angels and the workings of the Holy Spirit and can be the ultimate in encouragement to the Christian; Exod.3v1-6. Ezek.1v1-28. 2Cor.12v1-4. Visions of God and His angels inspired people to new heights of service and new holiness of life, it always transformed the ministry of prophets and apostles; indeed, it was visions of God that made great men of God. This kind of revelation is indispensable for those with a difficult task to do for God. This gift can vary a great deal in its importance, scope, and magnitude; it is one thing to have a simple revelation of a demon, it is quite another to see the Lord upon His throne.  

N.B. 1. Whatever you do, don't get “demonitis;” that is, don't be looking for demons in everything, or always talking about demons. Be positive; consider and concentrate your minds and conversation on our lovely Father and Saviour. Heb.3v1. 4v14-16. 10v19-22. 12v1-3.  

N.B. 2. Those who teach that Christians can be demon possessed, do not realise that they are denying and attacking Christ's atonement, and the cleansing and protecting presence of the Holy Spirit. Tit.3v5. Jn.14v16. 1Jn.4v4. God continuously guards his children, so demons cannot possess, or grasp us, they are under our feet; Job.1v10. 1Pet.1v3-5. 1Jn.5v18. Lk.10v17-20. The blood of Jesus has given us victory, and has translated us out of Satan's power and kingdom, into God's kingdom; Col.1v12-14. 1Pet.1v18,19. 2v9. Rev.12v11.  

The gifts of revelation convey to us the knowledge and wisdom of God, covet earnestly these greater gifts.  
PART 2. THE THREE GIFTS OF POWER
4. THE GIFT OF FAITH
The gift of faith is not saving faith, the fruit of faith, or even a prayer of faith; however these are the necessary basis of the gift of faith. It is certainly not mere ritual or pretension, the gift of faith is the greatest of the power gifts. It is a supernatural confidence and power imparted to meet a particular need. It is a temporary intermittent gift to meet specific needs. It can give divine protection in danger; Judges 15v9-20. 16v20. Acts 5v17-26. Lk.4v29,30. Dan.3v17,18,25. 6v16-23. Jn.8v59.. It gives divine strength in devilish persecution; Heb.11v35-39. Acts.7v54-60. 6v15. Lk.9v27-36. 22v42-44. It can also meet material needs; 1Kings.19v4-8. Lk.8v1-3. Ps.78v24,25. It can bestow spiritual blessing; Gen.27v27-41. Heb.11v20,21. Numb.27v18-23. with Deut.34v9. Mk.10v13-16. Mt.10v1-8. Acts.13v1-4. It can bring judgement; 2Kings.5v25-27. 2Kings.1v8-16. 2v23,24. Acts.5v5,9-11. 1Tim.1v20. 1Cor.5v1-5. It can also cast out, and rebuke and restrain evil spirits; compare Lk.9v1,2,37-42. with Mk.9v28,29. Acts.19v11-17. Lk.4v31-37. 8v26-39. The casting out of demons is an act of power, Mk.9v38,39, in the unseen spiritual realm where faith alone can see.
5. THE GIFT OF WORKINGS OF MIRACLES
The working of miracles must not be confused with the other power gifts. A gift of healing is a miracle of healing, an act of "dunamis," but it is not a working of miracles. All physical healing comes within the scope of gifts of healings, even creative miracles of healing. The gift of faith gives authority in the spiritual realm, over men and angels. The working of miracles gives authority in the physical realm over man's environment. The gifts of healings gives authority in the physical realm over infirmity, disease and sickness. All the nine gifts of the Spirit could be described as “a miracle,” however Paul tells us that “working of miracles” operates in a separate and specialised area from the other gifts of the spirit. In 1Cor.12v28 the ministry of workings of miracles comes fourth in the list and before the gifts of healings. God may give a person the authority and power to manifest one gift but not the authority to manifest another gift.  

The workings of miracles is a supernatural ability given by the Holy Spirit, to interrupt, suspend, or control the laws of nature. It is the operation of the power of God upon material things, the elements, vegetation, and upon mans environment. It is a sign that reveals the might and majesty of God; Ex.6v6,7. 9v16. 15v11-16. 1Kings.18v36-39. It can confirm the message of a prophet; 1Kings.13v1-10. 1Sam.12v16-25; or confirm God's word to a person; Judges.6v1-23,36-40. 7v9-14. 2Kings.20v1-11. Exod.7v10. with Numb.17v8. 2Kings.3v13-15. Lk.5v1-11. It can be a sign that confirms the preaching of the Gospel; Jn.2v1-11,23. 6v1-14,26,27. Mt.14v22-36. 15v32-39. Jn.5v19,20,36,44. 14v9-12. It can provide for material needs; Ex.17v1-7. 16v13. 1Kings.17v1-16. 2Kings.2v19-22. 4v1-7,38-41,42-44. 6v1-7. 2v13-15. Mk.6v32-44,48. Lk.5v1-11. Jn.21v3-11. Mt.17v24-27. It can deliver from deadly danger; Ex.14v16,21. Lk.8v22-25. Mt.14v24,30-33. 6v18-21. It can be a means of judgement; Exod.7v10-13,14-25. 8v1-19. Numb.16v19-35. Josh.10v6-14. 1Kings.17v1. 

The emphasis during this age of grace is not upon judgement but upon God's love and mercy through the gifts of healings. However, at the end of this age, when sin and Satanic power become even more prevalent the Church will again receive power to judge their foes under certain circumstances as we see through the ministries of the two witnesses; Rev11v1-8.
6. THE GIFT OF GIFTS OF HEALINGS
God's gifts of healings must not to be confused with “healing” through Spiritualism, Christian Science, or other occult means for these are forbidden in the Scriptures. Lev.19v31. 20v6,27. Deut.18v19-22. Is.8v18-20. Divine healing is not medical care as good and necessary as this is. God gave the Israelites sound medical advice in the Law and gave them laws on rest, food, hygiene, sanitation, and quarantine, as well as moral law, to preserve Israel's health. Don't be fanatical, medical help has its rightful place in Scripture as well as Divine healing. Remember, gifts of healings cannot cause us to avoid the consequences of intemperate living; Jn.5v1-14. 1Cor.11v29-32. Phil.2v25-30. Ps.107v17-21. 127v2. Sickness is primarily due to the loss of the tree of life; Gen.2v9. 3v22-24. Ezek.47v6-12. Rev.22v2,14,15.

A person can receive a gift of healing for their sickness through personal prayer; Is.38v1-22. Jn.14v11-15. 15v4-14; through elders praying a prayer of faith; James.5v13-16.; through any anointed believer; Mk.16v18.; through someone with a healing ministry; 1Cor.12v28. Lk.9v1,2. 10v1-9. Acts.8v5-8. Each healing is a separate gift if we pray for ten people and all ten are healed then ten gifts of healing have been ministered. Healing can be imparted by a  touch, a word, or by cloth that has been prayed over, or absent prayer. Mt.8v8,13-17. 9v24,25,29,30. Mk.6v5,6. Acts.19v11,12. Gifts of healings display God’s wonderful character, and confirm the truth of the Gospel; Mk.2v1-12. Acts.10v38. 4v29-31. Mk.2v1-12. Rom.15v17-20. 1Jn.3v8. God's power gifts are vital for the effective witness of His Church.
PART 3. THE THREE GIFTS OF INSPIRATION AND COMFORT
7. THE GIFT OF PROPHECY
The gift of prophecy is sixth in the list in 1Cor.12v8-10. However, Paul tells us this is the gift that Christians are to desire most in their Church meetings because it greatly edifies the Church; 1Cor.14v1-3. This normal gift of prophecy must not be confused with prediction which is the province of words of wisdom and knowledge. Nor must the normal gift of prophecy be confused with the office of a prophet; Acts.21v9,10. Prophecy is certainly not preaching; in the Authorised Version the word “propheteuo” is never translated as “preach.” Prophecy is a supernatural utterance given by the Holy Spirit that can take the form of exhortation, encouragement, comfort, prayer, song or statement of faith. It is not the product of a person's processes of thought; it is the result of direct inspiration and revelation from God. There may on occasions be prediction in a prophecy when it contains a word of wisdom or knowledge. The simple gift of prophecy is for “edification,” “oikodome,” that is, “building up;” “exhortation,”  “parakleesis,” that is “strengthening comfort” and “comfort” “paramuthia,” that is “speaking near and close with tender words of comfort” 1Cor.14v3-5. 

In 1Cor.14v29 when Paul says “Let the prophets speak two or three and let the others judge” he tells us that after two or three prophets have prophesied, their utterances should be deliberated on and weighed. Paul is not thinking of an evangelistic service, or a convention, but prophecy in the context of a communion service and fellowship meetings which in Paul's day almost always took place in a home;  1Cor.16v19. Col.4v15. Phil.v2. These were not large gatherings; they were often protracted meetings and we can understand how all could prophesy in such a meeting if they obeyed Paul's advice to weight what had been prophesied; Acts.20v6-12.1Cor.14v24,31. We obviously cannot restrict all services to three prophecies regardless of their type and length nor can the number of prophecies depend on how many artificial breaks we make in services but it does depend on how many prophecies we can assimilate. In a short meeting given to a Bible study then one prophecy may be as much as we can assimilate and remember whereas in a night of prayer we can profitably have more.  
8. THE GIFT OF TONGUES
The gift of tongues is certainly not gibberish, it is a very useful and profitable gift of God that can transform our ability to pray and appreciate spiritual things. It is a participation of the Holy Spirit in our prayer life; He enables us to pray as is necessary and according to the will of God. Rom.8v26,27. The Holy Spirit brings into play our born-again spirit, the organ of communication with God, our highest faculty, and enables us to worship God as we ought to; Eph.4v18. Jn.4v23,24. 1Cor.14v14-18. Acts.10v46. The gift of tongues edifies the Christian; 1Cor.14v4,18 and tongues which are interpreted can edify and bless the Church; 1Cor.14v5. When the unconverted understand the languages it can arrest and convert them as on the day of Pentecost; 1Cor.14v22. Acts.2v4-12. In the Scriptures it is seen to be the initial evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit; Acts.2v4. 10v45,46. 11v17. 19v6. Through fear, unbelief, and loving the praise of men more than the praise of God some Christians despise or do not seek this gift; Jn.12v42,43. Heb.3 and 4. 

We should not monopolise Church meetings with speaking in tongues and we should exercise special restraint when the unconverted or unlearned are present; 1Cor.14v5,18,19,23-25. Utterances in a tongue for interpretation should be limited to three utterances and if there is no interpreter in the Church, the person must speak quietly to themselves or God in tongues. 1Cor.14v27,28. One person should not dominate the use of tongues for interpretation for in 1Cor.14v16 Paul writes “everyone hath a tongue” which implies that one person should usually only give one tongue i.e. the ministry should be shared.
9. THE GIFT OF INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES
The gift of interpretation of tongues can take the form of a prayer, praise, statement of faith, exhortation, or tender comfort. The Greek word for interpretation does not mean literal translation; it is used in Lk.24v27 to speak of the Lord Jesus expounding the Scriptures. The interpretation may be longer or shorter than the tongue due to the Holy Spirit's method of expounding the tongue or because of the person's vocabulary or even because the interpretation contains an additional prophecy. Sometimes a Christian may only give part of the interpretation or even sometimes, through ignorance, invent one.
CONCLUSION
We could continue and consider the relation between love and spiritual gifts; 1Cor.13; or the relation between spiritual gifts and divine authority; 1Cor.12v28 and the relation between New Testament body ministry and spiritual gifts; 1Cor.12v12-30 and the reception of spiritual gifts and our testing of spiritual gifts also our conflict with Satan over spiritual gifts. However this study is only intended to give a very brief outline of spiritual gifts and so we cannot here consider these vitally important subjects. 
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