TALKS ON THE HOLY SPIRIT
TALK NO. 1.1.3.1: THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN CHURCH HISTORY (SUMMARY)
The Scriptures teach that spiritual gifts will be in operation right up to the great day when Jesus returns to set up His Kingdom - Acts.2v16-39. 

A) FIRST TO SECOND CENTURIES

BAPTISM & GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT PERSISTED, MORE OR LESS IN ITS ORIGINAL FORM

All the churches that were founded by the apostles were Pentecostal churches.

The early church fathers and early church historians all testified to the work of the Holy Spirit through this time.

B) FROM THE SECOND CENTURY TO THE END OF THE FOURTH CENTURY. 

AS CHURCH STRUCTURES DEVELOPED THE BAPTISM & GIFTS PERSISTED BUT TENDED TO DECLINE IN IMPORTANCE 
The teaching experience of the baptism and gifts of the Spirit became due to spiritual backsliding from the faith which was once and for all delivered unto the saints. Other Christian communities within the Roman Empire became wealthier and this also appears to have caused their zeal to cool. Jude.v3,4. 
3) 314AD ONWARDS: AFTER CONSTANTINE’S ROMANISATION OF THE CHURCH, ALTERNATIVE VIEWS BEGAN TO PREVAIL:

Augustine of Hippo 354-430. Augustine framed the ‘cessationist theory’ which was widely influential on generations of subsequent theologians. 
B) FIFTH TO SIXTEENTH CENTURIES (THE REFORMATION).
THE EXPERIMENTAL DIMENSION OF THE BAPTISM & GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT (THE HOW?) WAS TO ALL INTENT LOST. 

At the time of the Reformation the Catholic Church demanded of Luther & Calvin signs & wonders to attest to their authenticity as true, orthodox Christian churches. However, Luther followed the lead of Augustine & Chrysostom ‘later on, when the church had been gathered and confirmed by these signs, it was not necessary for this visible sending forth of the HS to continue.’(Synans p. 20)

C) FROM THE SEVENTEENTH TO THE NINETEENTH CENTURIES. THE TERMINOLOGY WAS RECOVERED, AS WAS THE EXPERIMENTAL DIMENSION, BUT THE INITIATORY NATURE WAS LOST AND IT BECAME KNOWN AS A ‘SECOND’ WORK OF GRACE (SO THE ‘WHEN’ GOT CONFUSED)

D) TWENTIETH CENTURY. THE RISE OF PENTECOSTALISM (THE FIRST WAVE), THE CHARISMATIC MOVEMENT(THE SECOND WAVE) AND THE ‘THIRD WAVE’ 

E) THE 21C – Sharp decline in the study of and understanding of the ‘baptismal dimension’ of the Holy Spirit (the Who?) within both denominational (older) churches and the newer churches. The loss of this understanding has tended to lead to the disappearance of the other dimensions as well (i.e. gifts of the Holy Spirit), except in the Pentecostal denominations, though even some of them are not as sure as they need to be. 

THE FUTURE?
In Mt.24v4. we read: “Take heed that no one deceives you.” NKJV We are in the perilous last days (2Tim.3v1). We should “Beware of false prophets” (Mt.7v15-20, Mt.24v10-14, Mt.24v24-28, Mk.13v21-27, Luke.6v26, 2Pet.2v1-3, 1John.4v1-3). 

Jesus warned us that the darkness of the last days will demand a reserve of oil. Mt.25v1-13. This oil consists of prophetic truth as well as the Holy Spirit's anointing and gifts, for Peter tells us that the sure word of prophecy is a light that shines in a dark place. 2Pet.1v19.

We should therefore seek and receive the mighty armament of the Holy Spirit that God has provided for His Church, so that we can be victorious in the dark days that the Bible warns us about. 
CONCLUSION

Therefore Christians and Churches should encourage each other to ask for and seek after the baptism and gifts of the Holy Spirit
(Luke 11:9-13). It is our “whole armour” for the days we are in (Eph 6:11-18). Christian, do you want a Pentecostal experience? The Saviour waits to baptise you in the Spirit, and to give you His precious gifts. Wait upon the Lord, and delight thyself in the Lord and He shall give thee the desires of thy heart.
The new garment / wine will always cause the old to be rent. The time is right to again for the new wine to be poured in! 

A time to rend!............

Luke 5:36-39- 36 And he spake also a parable unto them; No man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with the old. 37 And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish. 38 But new wine must be put into new bottles; and both are preserved. 39 No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, The old is better.’ KJV
