TALK NO. 1.1.3.2:
 THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN CHURCH HISTORY

The Scriptures teach that spiritual gifts will be in operation right up to the great day when Jesus returns to set up His Kingdom - Acts.2v16-39. 

1) FIRST TO SECOND CENTURIES

BAPTISM & GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT PERSISTED, MORE OR LESS IN ITS ORIGINAL FORM

All the churches that were founded by the apostles were Pentecostal churches, and the manifestation of the gifts of the Spirit were looked upon as the normal experience of these churches. The Christian converts were not left ignorant of spiritual gifts, they were automatically led into an experience of the baptism in the Spirit and His spiritual gifts by the apostles of Christ. Acts.2v38,39. 8v14-17. 1Cor.12v1.  The New Testament blueprint was the template for these churches.
The early church fathers and early church historians all testified to the work of the Holy Spirit through this time.

2) FROM THE SECOND CENTURY TO THE END OF THE FOURTH CENTURY. 

AS CHURCH STRUCTURES DEVELOPED THE BAPTISM & GIFTS PERSISTED BUT TENDED TO DECLINE IN IMPORTANCE 
The teaching experience of the baptism and gifts of the Spirit became due to spiritual backsliding from the faith which was once and for all delivered unto the saints. Other Christian communities within the Roman Empire became wealthier and this also appears to have caused their zeal to cool. Jude.v3,4. 
3) 314AD ONWARDS: AFTER CONSTANTINE’S ROMANISATION OF THE CHURCH, ALTERNATIVE VIEWS BEGAN TO PREVAIL:

Augustine of Hippo 354-430. Augustine’s thoughts profoundly influenced the medieval worldview. He framed the concepts of ‘original sin and ‘just war’ and when the Western Roman Empire was starting to disintegrate developed the concept of the Catholic Church. As to the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit Augustine he framed the ‘cessationist theory’ which was widely influential on generations of subsequent theologians. As he said:

‘Why is it asked, do no miracles occur nowadays, such as occurred in former times? I could reply that they were necessary then, before the world came to believe, in order to win the world’s belief.’ 


John Chrysostom, overseer of Constantinople. A.D. 346-407 Chrysostom admits that he is ignorant of the facts referred to in 1Cor.12 and 14, and that to his knowledge spiritual gifts had also ceased. He said there were some who asked, 'Why are not miracles performed still? why are there no persons who raise the dead, and cure diseases?' To which he replies "That this was owing to the want of faith, and virtue, and piety in those times."  
Jerome says, "The Church lost as much of its virtue, as it had gained of wealth and power."
The cessation of the charismata thus became part of the classical theology of the Western Church. Augustine & Chrysostom were quoted by countless theologians and commentators in the centuries that followed. Gifts such as glossolalia (speaking in tongues) became so rare that the church generally forgot their proper function in the Christian community. 

B) FIFTH TO SIXTEENTH CENTURIES (THE REFORMATION).
THE EXPERIMENTAL DIMENSION OF THE BAPTISM & GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT (THE HOW?) WAS TO ALL INTENT LOST. 
At the time of the Reformation the Catholic Church demanded of Luther & Calvin signs & wonders to attest to their authenticity as true, orthodox Christian churches. However, Luther followed the lead of Augustine & Chrysostom ‘later on, when the church had been gathered and confirmed by these signs, it was not necessary for this visible sending forth of the HS to continue.’(Synans p. 20)

The doctrine of ‘Apostolic Succession’ (where the Pope and priests become the sole dispensers of the sacraments and mediators for the people) took precedence in ecclesiastical structures. The authority of the Roman Church as initiated at the time of Constantine became formalised in a political State (The Holy Roman Empire). The Eastern Orthodox Church, also originated under the rule of Constantine, had a similar authoritarian structure. The priestly function was reduced to and became characterised by the dispensation of the sacraments and preaching.

These were the dark ages of Church History, the Church going farther and farther into darkness until the truths of the Christian Gospel were completely abandoned by the vast majority of church-goers. Baronius, the famous analyst of the Roman Church writes; "The Tenth Century, was an iron age, barren of all goodness; a leaden age, abounding in wickedness, and a dark age, remarkable above all others for the scarcity of writers and men of learning." This spiritual darkness resulted in all of the major doctrines of the Christian faith being hidden under a mass of foolish and wicked superstition. 
C) FROM THE SEVENTEENTH TO THE NINETEENTH CENTURIES. THE TERMINOLOGY WAS RECOVERED, AS WAS THE EXPERIMENTAL DIMENSION, BUT THE INITIATORY NATURE WAS LOST AND IT BECAME KNOWN AS A ‘SECOND’ WORK OF GRACE (SO THE ‘WHEN’ GOT CONFUSED)

John Wesley states in his sermon, "’The More Excellent Way’ said that backsliding caused the scarcity of spiritual gifts from the fourth century onwards, he writes:-"It does not appear that these extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost were common in the Church for more than two or three centuries. We seldom hear of them after that fatal period when the Emperor Constantine called himself a Christian; and, from a vain imagination of promoting the Christian cause thereby, heaped riches and power and honour upon the Christians in general, but in particular upon the Christian Clergy. From this time they almost totally ceased; very few instances of the kind were found. The cause of this was not, as has been vulgarly supposed, "Because there was no more occasion for them," because all the world was become Christians. This is a miserable mistake; not a twentieth part of it was then nominally Christian. The real cause was, "the love of many," (almost of) Christians, so called, was" waxed cold." The Christians had no more of the Spirit of Christ than the other Heathens; The Son of Man when He came to examine His Church, could hardly "find faith upon the earth." This was the real cause why the extra-ordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost were to no longer be found in the Christian Church; because the Christians were turned heathens again, and had only a dead form left."

Alexander Mackie in his book "The Gift of Tongues," gives a similar explanation for the scarcity of the manifestation of the gift of tongues during the dark ages of Church History, he says on page 27 of his book: "From patristic times until the power of the reformation had made itself distinctly felt, the gift of tongues is an almost forgotten phenomenon. The attention which the Reformation drew to the Scriptures is the reason for the reappearance of the gift. Men do not usually have the gift of tongues unless they know there is a gift of tongues.” 

Bengel gives the reason for the lack of spiritual gifts in the following short note. "The reason why many miracles are not now wrought is not so much because faith is established, as that unbelief reigns." 
The move of the Holy Spirit in the latter part of the dark ages of Church History was rejected by a backslidden and wicked clergy, there was a determined and vicious opposition from a corrupt and Satan-inspired clergy. 
John Wesley says, "Some have computed, that, from the year 1528 to 1548, fifteen million of Protestants have perished by the Inquisition. This may be overcharged, but certainly the number of them in these years, as well as since is almost incredible." Those who enjoy the promises of God today can expect some measure of Ecclesiastical opposition.Acts.13v50. Jn.12v42,43.

In his diary, Thomas Walsh, one of John Wesley's most spiritual and capable preachers, writes of March 8th. 1750:- "This morning the Lord gave me a language that I knew not of, raising my soul to him in a wonderful manner."


The Encyclopaedia Britannica, also tells of the manifestation of the gift of tongues, "amongst the Jensenists and early Quakers, the converts of Wesley and Whitfield, the persecuted Protestants of the Cevennes, and the Irvingites."

John Wesley and Dr. Middleton. Dr. Middleton wrote: "After the apostolic time, there is not, in all history, one instance either well attested, or even so much as mentioned, of any particular person who had ever exercised that gift (tongues), or pretended to exercise it in any age or country whatsoever....This gift has never once been heard of, or pretended to by the Romanists themselves." John Wesley proved that this statement was not true: he wrote: "But has it been 'pretended to' (whether justly or not) by no others, though not by the Romanists? Has it never once been heard of since that time? Sir, your memory fails you again. It has undoubtedly been 'pretended to' and that at no great distance either in our time or country. It has been 'heard of' more than once, no farther off than the valleys of Dauphiny. Nor is it yet 50 years ago, since the Protestant inhabitants of those valleys so loudly 'pretended' to this and other miraculous powers, as to give much disturbance to Paris itself, and how did the king of France confute that pretence, and prevent it being heard anymore? Not by the pen of his scholars, but by (a truly Heathen way) the swords and bayonets of his dragoons....He who worketh as He will, may (with your good leave) give the gift of tongues, where he gives no other: and may see abundant reasons so to do, whether you and I see them or not."
John Wesley offered his Methodist followers a ‘second blessing’ which he called ‘entire sanctification’, an instant crisis experience that he also described as ‘perfect love’ or ‘Christian perfection’. One of Wesley’s contemporaries, the French Swiss, Flecher of Nyon then first termed this second blessing as ‘the baptism in the Holy Spirit’. Flecher later moved to Shropshire where he married and became known as ‘Fletcher of Madeley’ (now part of Telford)

W. C. Braithwaite, in "The message and Mission of Quakerism," page 17, quotes from "Burrough's Preface to Great Mystery," we read:- "While waiting upon the Lord in silence, as often we did for many hours together, we received often the pouring down of the Spirit upon us, and our hearts were glad and our tongues loosed and our mouths opened, and we spake with new tongues as the Lord gave us utterance, and His Spirit led us, which was poured down upon us, on sons and daughters, and the glory of the Father was revealed, and then began we to sing praises to the Lord God Almighty and to the Lamb forever."

Camp Meeting Methodists. Beginning in 1801 America’s first camp meeting began spontaneously among Presbyterians and Methodists. What began as a communion service erupted into a ‘frolic of faith’. Many thousands experienced conversion and the meetings were often overtaken by such manifestations as ‘falling under the power’, ‘the jerks’, the ‘holy laugh’ and ‘the holy dance’. The ‘circuit rider’ and the ‘camp meeting’ led the Methodist Church to become the largest Protestant church in America by 1900.
In the UK, on Pentecost Sunday in 1807, Methodists met on Mow Cop. They were first known as Camp Meeting Methodists and followed their American church in welcoming the new teaching to England. It led to their expulsion from the Wesleyan Methodist Church and so from 1811 they became formally known as the Primitive Methodist Church.

The Primitive Methodist Church (Nantwich Plan).  In 1855 the Nantwich Plan of was headed ‘THE DOCTRINES WE PREACH ARE’ and then went on to list 11 key doctrines including:- Justification by faith of the ungodly on their turning to God. – The witness of the Spirit. – Sanctification by the Holy Spirit, producing inward and outward holiness. – The doctrine of the Trinity. – The divinity of Jesus Christ. – The resurrection of the dead. – The general judgement; and eternal rewards and punishment.

Primitive Methodist (Whitchurch Plan) In 1866 this Plan refers to the work by the Superintendent Minister, the Rev H Leech, and again boldly states 13 key doctrines of his faith including: ‘The Power of the Spirit.’ ‘The Gift of Tongues.’ ‘Anointings with Oil.’ 
In 1858 in America, Charles G Finney saw some 500,000 people come to faith, without mass media or TV – initially only the press of the day to report the events. His testimony of receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit is clearly separate from his earlier conversion, and equipped him to lead this revival, later coined the ‘Great Awakening’. This great move of the Spirit came to Ireland in 1859 where we hear of preachers like Henry Gratton Guiness, and then to England in 1860.
D L Moody said in one of his last sermons in Boston: "I believe Pentecost was but a specimen day. I think the Church has made this woeful mistake that Pentecost was a miracle that is not to be repeated. I believe now if we looked on Pentecost as a specimen day and began to pray, we should have the old Pentecostal fire here in Boston."

D) TWENTIETH CENTURY. THE RISE OF PENTECOSTALISM (THE FIRST WAVE), THE CHARISMATC MOVEMENT(THE SECOND WAVE) AND THE ‘THIRD WAVE’ 
In the early 20C, coming from the holiness movement a new enthusiastic movement appeared that emphasised signs & wonders and the gifts of the Spirit. The followers called themselves ‘Pentecostals’ since they looked back to the Day of Pentecost and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the Upper Room as their inspiration. Before WW2 their growth was slow as they struggled against rejection and persecution. However after WW2 the growth of this new and vigorous movement could not be ignored as it spread around the world.

In February 1904 in a youth meeting a young teenager from New Quay, Cardigan - Florrie Evans - declared publically that she loved the Lord Jesus with all her heart. With these words the Spirit seemed to fall on the meeting and the fire quickly spread to other young people in the Cardiganshire area. Others had been praying for many years for revival. The fire spread to the youth of the area. In September of the same year Evan Roberts met with the young people of his own church (Loughor, Nr Swansea) where he shared his experience and encouraged them to be open to God’s Spirit. Within two weeks the Welsh Revival was national news. Revival meetings followed. These meetings broke the conventional and bi-passed the traditional. This move of the Spirit spawned the AOG & Apostolic Pentecostal Churches.

On 17 April 1906, the day before the largest earthquake in American history, a spiritual earthquake was reported in a little mission church on Azuza Street. The headlines of the Los Angeles Times wrote: ‘Weird Babble of Tongues’ ‘New Sect of Fanatics is breaking Loose’ ‘Wild Scene Last Night on Azuza Street’ Gurgle of Wordless Talk by a Sister’. So began the Azuza Street Revival.
In 1947, in the year of his death at age 87, Smith Wigglesworth is attributed with the following prophesy. 

‘During the next few decades there will be two distinct moves of the Holy Spirit across the church in Great Britain. The first move will affect every church that is open to receive it, and will be characterised by a restoration of the baptism and gifts of the Holy Spirit.

The second move of the Holy Spirit will result in people leaving historic churches and planting new churches.

In the duration of each of these moves, the people who are involved will say, 'This is a great revival.' But the Lord says, 'No, neither is this the great revival but both are steps towards it.

When the new church phase is on the wane, there will be evidence in the churches of something that has not been seen before: a coming together of those with an emphasis on the word and those with an emphasis on the Spirit. When the word and the Spirit come together, there will be the biggest move of the Holy Spirit that the nation, and indeed, the world has ever seen. It will mark the beginning of a revival that will eclipse anything that has been witnessed within these shores, even the Wesleyan and Welsh revivals of former years. The outpouring of God’s Spirit will flow over from the United Kingdom to mainland Europe, and from there, will begin a missionary move to the ends of the earth.’
At 9:00 o’clock in the morning one November day in 1959 Dennis Bennett an Episcopalian Minister in the US knelt in prayer & began to pray in tongues. The aftermath of Bennett’s experience, in a formal denomination led to many more baptisms, evidenced by ‘glossalalia’ or speaking in tongues. This movement of the Holy Spirit was characterised as transcending across many denominations, classes, nationalities. However, for him it was followed by a ‘riot of rejection’ by the wealthy parish members of his church.
He became the early leader of a new force in the traditional denominations which in its early stages was called the Neo-Pentecostal movement. It made national headlines in Time and Newsweek Magazines. The Time Magazine reported these events ‘even among the Episcopalians, who have been called ‘God’s frozen people’’.
This movement was later called the Charismatic Movement, a term generally used to describe those who adhere to the Pentecostal experience but who remain in non Pentecostal denominations (it was also later been termed the ‘Second Wave’ of the Spirit)

In the late 1980’s the term 3rd Wave was coined by C Peter Wagner. Here Wagner attempts to define church structures in the post –modern age. He does through an attempt to by-pass the baptism in the Holy Spirit and the Pentecostal emphasis on tongues as an essential part of the experience. He terms these churches the ‘New Apostolic Church’. However, almost every feature of this new movement was in fact given to the body of Christ by the Pentecostals and charismatics. (V Synans p.378)

This move tended to incorporate mainline evangelicals who experienced signs and wonders but who disdained the label Pentecostal or charismatic. In a effort to become accepted as mainline & gain acceptance they tended to accept the form of Pentecostal worship, the clapping of hands and joyful expressions, and they accept the term being filled with the Holy Spirit though as Vinson Synans states they usually did this ‘without recognising a baptism in the Spirit (and with much less emphasis on tongues as being optional, absent or unnecessary) and emphasise signs & wonders, supernatural miracles and power encounters. 
Third Wave churches leave mainstream non-Pentecostal denominations but also do not identify themselves as either Pentecostals or Charismatics. In a number of countries they exhibit Pentecostal & charismatic phenomena but combine it with a rejection of Pentecostal terminology. They are often identified by their leadership as independent, post denominationalist, restorationist, radical and neo-apostolic. The ‘Emergent’ movement has also been characteristic of this post–modern, neo or post-charismatic phase of church activity. 3rd Wave churches also label themselves as ‘post-denominational’. Some of these ‘new’ pastors identified by Wagner have Pentecostal roots whereas other have not. Bill Hyballs of Willow Creek for example is identified by Wagner as neo-apostolic but it is not a charismatic church. (Synans p.378)
The trend of worship in these churches is towards ‘contemporary Christian worship’ and band led music.

This  Third Wave or neo-charismatic renewal is characterised by thousands of splinters & schisms from evangelical / charismatic churches and are more associated with ‘power evangelism / signs & wonders / power healing / power encounters, new structures, networks, megachurches. (See 3rd Wave leader John Wimber books on these subjects written in 1987 / 1988) 
Some of these churches also permit what might be called ‘exotic manifestations’ (‘animal noises’, ‘holy laughing’ etc). This has also caused divisions and splinters. For example in January 1994 the Vineyard Fellowship Revival in Toronto became coined the’ Toronto Blessing’ (this soon became the leading tourist attraction of Toronto as many came from abroad to enquire!) However by 1996 John Wimber expelled the Toronto Vineyard from his movement and drew a line excluding what might be called ‘exotic’ manifestations, from the Vineyard Movement.
By 2000, irrespective of the 3rd Wave Movement, throughout the world the four largest churches are clearly Pentecostal in doctrine, worship & style:

By Church / City / Pastor /  Members these are:

1) Yoido Full Gospel Church Seoul, Korea – David Yonggi Cho 730,000

2) Jotabeche Methodist Pentecostal – Santiago, Chile – Javier Vasquez – 350,000

3) Anyang AOG, - Seoul, Korea – Yong Mok Cho – 150,000

4) Deeper Life Bible Church – Lagos, Nigeria – William Kumuyi – 145,000
In summary over past 200 yrs labels of Holy Spirit activity has included charismatics, revivalists, enthusiasts, spirituals, or Pentecostals. Often dismissed as cranks, fanatics, sectarians, heretics, schismatics or worse. All have initially attempted to stay in churches and work within but were often shunned, snuffed out or pushed out - evictions, ejections, withdrawals and secessions occur to varying degrees. To remain true to one’s beliefs then this is a high price to pay and the pressure is for compromise. This has resulted in a trend towards less & less evictions from denominational churches. In summary the neo –charismatic renewal is characterised in the 1980’s with occasional evictions; 1990’s, rarer evictions; 2000 even less evictions.

E) THE 21C – Sharp decline in the study of and understanding of the ‘baptismal dimension’ of the Holy Spirit (the Who?) within both denominational (older) churches and the newer churches. The loss of this understanding has tended to lead to the disappearance of the other dimensions as well (i.e. gifts of the Holy Spirit), except in the Pentecostal denominations, though even some of them are not as sure as they need to be. 
THE FUTURE?

Until 1830, the Church almost unanimously taught that Christians would go through the great tribulation. Up to this time, the Christian leaders and scholars of Church history, from every shade of doctrinal opinion, believed and taught that Christians will be on earth during the period known as the great tribulation. You have to ignore the teaching of the Church throughout Church history, and twist the Scriptures a great deal, to believe that Christians will not have to go through the great tribulation.  

The early Church Fathers expected the Church to suffer at the hands of Antichrist. Mr. G. Ladd in his book, “The Blessed Hope,” writes, “Every Church father who deals with the subject expects the Church to suffer at the hands of Antichrist.” Ladd cites amongst others, The Didache, (early 2nd Century), Justin Martyr, (A.D.150), Irenaeus, (A.D.115-202.), Tertullian, (A.D.160-240), Lactantius, (Late 3rd. early 4th. Cent.), Hippolytus, (3rd.Cent.). Certainly the early Church fathers do not support the pre-tribulation advent and rapture theory.  
Corrie Ten Boom wrote in the Logos magazine, that those who teach that the Church will escape the great tribulation are the false teachers that Jesus warned us to expect in the latter days. She said that most of these teachers had little knowledge of what is already taking place across the world, for in countries, which she had visited, the saints are already suffering terrible persecution. Corrie states that the Christians in China were told: “Don't worry, before the tribulation comes you will be translated, raptured.” Then there came a terrible persecution; millions of Christians were tortured to death. Later Corrie heard a bishop from China sadly say, “We have failed, we should have made the people strong for persecution, rather than telling them, that Jesus would come first.” Turning to Corrie he said, “You still have time, tell the people how to be strong in times of persecution, how to stand when the tribulation comes; to stand and not faint.” Corrie states, “I feel I have a mandate, a divine mandate to go and tell the people of this world, that it is possible to be strong in the Lord Jesus Christ. We are in training for the tribulation.” End of quote by Corrie Ten Boom.

Oswald Smith in his book, “God's future Program,” sums up the argument against an “any moment” rapture of the Church: “Then when I remembered that the death of Peter, his prediction of corruption and apostasy after his decease, the death of Paul, and many other events had to occur before the rapture, my “any moment” theory took wings and flew.”  

In Mt.24v4. we read: “Take heed that no one deceives you.” NKJV We are in the perilous last days (2Tim.3v1). We should “Beware of false prophets” (Mt.7v15-20, Mt.24v10-14, Mt.24v24-28, Mk.13v21-27, Luke.6v26, 2Pet.2v1-3, 1John.4v1-3). 

Jesus warned us that the darkness of the last days will demand a reserve of oil. Mt.25v1-13. This oil consists of prophetic truth as well as the Holy Spirit's anointing and gifts, for Peter tells us that the sure word of prophecy is a light that shines in a dark place. 2Pet.1v19.

We should therefore seek and receive the mighty armament of the Holy Spirit that God has provided for His Church, so that we can be victorious in the dark days that the Bible warns us about. 
CONCLUSION

Therefore Christians and Churches should encourage each other to ask for and seek after the baptism and gifts of the Holy Spirit
(Luke 11:9-13). It is our “whole armour” for the days we are in (Eph 6:11-18). Christian, do you want a Pentecostal experience? The Saviour waits to baptise you in the Spirit, and to give you His precious gifts. Wait upon the Lord, and delight thyself in the Lord and He shall give thee the desires of thy heart.
The new garment / wine will always cause the old to be rent. The time is right to again for the new wine to be poured in! 

A time to rend!............

Luke 5:36-39- 36 And he spake also a parable unto them; No man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with the old. 37 And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish. 38 But new wine must be put into new bottles; and both are preserved. 39 No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, The old is better.’ KJV
