TALKS ON THE HOLY SPIRIT 

TALK NO. 2: WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT?
1. IS THE HOLY SPIRIT A PERSON?

a. The Holy Spirit is a person who manifests Holy Spirit power.

The Holy Spirit is a person who fills all time and space with His presence and power; he is the source of all life, physical, intellectual and spiritual.Gen.2:7 Ps.104:30 Job.33:4 He is a person who manifests a spiritual power and substance, which is also called by the name of Holy Spirit. Jesus was the ‘Breather of the Spirit’ John 7:37-39 ‘But this spoke of the Spirit’  John 20:19-25 ‘He breathed on them, and said, Receive ye the Holy Ghost’; Peter was filled with that power to speak to Israel’s leaders. Acts.4:8.  

The Scriptures clearly state that the Holy Spirit is a person with a distinct personality. Mt.3v16,17. 28v19. Jn.14v16,17,26. 15v26. The attributes that make up personality are ascribed to the Holy Spirit. He strives with men. Gen.6v3. He searches out. 1Cor.2v10,11. He divides and reveals. 1Cor.12v11. He instructs and guides. Jn.16v13,14. He sanctifies. 1Pet.1v2. He can be resisted. Acts.7v51,52. We are warned not to “blaspheme against,” Mt.12v31,32.; “grieve,” Eph.4v30.; “quench,”1Thes.5v19.; or vex the Holy Spirit. Is.63v10. The Holy Spirit has true elements of personality; heart ‘the love of the Spirit’ (Rom 8:27), mind’ the mind of the Spirit’ (Rom.8:27), 1Cor.2:10,11) and will (Acts.8:29,39;10:19,20;16:6,7)
On many occasions personal pronouns are used to describe the Holy Spirit. Jn.14v26.15v26. 16v13,14. Acts.13v2. We read in Isa.63v10., “But they rebelled, and vexed his Holy Spirit: therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and He fought against them." However, David did experience forgiveness, renewal, and restoring grace, after his repentance; he prayed in Ps.51v12., “Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.”

b. The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity.

The creeds proclaim the truth that the Holy Spirit is God, and the Scriptures confirm this fact.  

1. The Holy Spirit is called God, and names and titles that belong exclusively to God are given to Him. Acts.5v3,4. 28v25-27. with Isa.6v1,8-10. 2Cor.3v17,18. Heb.9v14. 10v15-17.  

2. The Holy Spirit has attributes, abilities and knowledge that belong exclusively to God. 1Cor.2v11. He has immortality and eternity of being. Heb.9v14. And by being called Yahweh, He has the attributes of omniscience, omnipresence, omnipotence, transcendence, and immutability. Ps.139v7. The Holy Spirit is looked upon as distinct from the Father. Isa.48v16. 

3. The Holy Spirit performs the exclusive divine works of creation and regeneration. Gen.1v2. Neh.9v6. Job.26v13. Jn.3v3-8. Titus.3v5. In Mt.28v19 Jesus commands His disciples to baptise in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

4. The worship, praise and homage that can only be given to God is given to the Holy Spirit. The God who is worshipped in Is.6v1-10., is said to be the Holy Spirit.  See 2Cor.13v14. The unpardonable sin of blasphemy against God is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. Mt.12v31,32. Mk.3v28-30. In Heb.10v29., doing "despite unto the Spirit of grace" seems to be the same as the sin against the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit is a person who possesses absolute Yahweh deity.

Jesus and the Holy Spirit are both looked upon as having absolute Yahweh divinity, as well as the Father. Some false teachers brush to one side the mass of evidence for the deity of Christ and the Holy Spirit, and say that the Bible teaches that there is only one God, and that He is the Father. The Scriptures do teach the fact that God is one. Deut.4v35. 6v4. 32v39. 2Sam.7v22. 1Chron.17v20. Ps.83v18. 86v10. Is.43v10. 45v18. Mk.12v29,32. 1Cor.8v4. Gal.3v20. James.2v19. However, this does not necessarily mean a mathematical “one,” it can be a compound unity and oneness, as is seen in the following Scriptures. Gen.2v24. 11v6. 41v1,5,25. 1Kings.22v13. 2Chron.5v13. Jn.17v22. Acts.4v32. 1Cor.3v8. Eph.2v14. 1Jn.5v7. In these Scriptures there is a oneness, but there is also a plurality. 

N.B. The unity in the Godhead is a compound unity. "Echad."
In Deut.6:4., “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord:” the word “one,” which here, and elsewhere, is used to speak of the unity of God, is, “Echad,” it can speak of a compound unity of distinguishable entities, for the same Hebrew word, “Echad,” that is used to speak of the unity of God in Deut.6v4., is used in Gen.2v24. to speak of the oneness of Adam and Eve. “Yachid,” is used to speak of a mathematical unity, it means, sole, unique, and one of a kind; it is never used of the unity of God. ‘“Yachid” is used forcefully in the Bible as an absolute unity and is found twelve times in the Old Testament, but not once is it used of the unity of God.”(Rachel Spenser). The compound unity of the Godhead is also proved by the fact that the word for “God” in Deut.6v4., is the plural “Elohim;” which occurs over 2,700 times in the Old Testament, at least ten times more than the singular “El.” “Elohim” is sometimes significantly used with plural pronouns. e.g. Gen.1v26., “And God ('Elohim') said, “Let us make man in our image.” And Gen.3v22., “And the Lord God said, Behold man is become as one of us.” In some cases the singular “Yahweh” is united with plural verbs. e.g. Gen.11v6,7. Is.6v3,8. The singular “Yahweh” (meaning the Independent One, the Self–existent One, ‘I Am’) is also linked with the plural “Elohim” (meaning ‘Plurality in Unity’ ‘Fullness of Might’) many times in the Scriptures. e.g. Deut.6v3,4,5. So Deut 6:4 reads: ‘Hear, O Israel: Yahweh our Elohim is a compound Yahweh’ Also Ex.20v2,5. Is.42v5. etc. God gave a sure indication of the compound unity of the Godhead by the use of these plural and singular words being linked together; also in the blessing in Numb.6v22-27., ”face” and “countenance” are in the plural.
The compound unity of the Godhead is seen in the way that Father, Son and Spirit are linked together in statements of 
authority and truth, confessions of faith, benedictions and baptismal formula. Only absolute deity can be linked with the Father in the way that the Son and Spirit are.

2. WHAT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT LIKE?

a. The Holy Spirit is the “Paraclete,” the Encourager and Guide of believers in Jesus.

The Holy Spirit is an encouraging friend, not a critic.
The Holy Spirit not only convicts the world of sin, and brings us to repentance and faith, He enables us to walk with God and live holy lives. He is the “Paraclete”, our Encourager, Counsellor, Advocate, Helper, and Strengthener, who Jesus promised to us, John 22:20. The Trinity are united in one purpose, to minister in continuous caring love to believers. The Holy Spirit is generous, good and kind, and he comes to bring the continuous ministry, presence and love of the Father and the Lord Jesus to us. He comes with forgiving mercy, comforting love and strengthening grace, David had proved the words of Ps.34:18, 19. “The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a contrite spirit. V19. Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of them all.” 
Jesus said in John.14:16-18, 26 “And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever-v17. the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. v18. I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.----v26. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” The Holy Spirit glorifies and reveals Jesus, and illuminates and guides believers into all truth, and brings our Lord’s words to remembrance. John.16:12 “I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. v13. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but what things so ever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he shall declare unto you the things that are to come. v14. He shall glorify me: for he shall take of mine, and shall declare it unto you.” 

N.B. Prophecy is for edification, exhortation and comfort, not criticism 1Cor.14:3
The Holy Spirit comes to speak gentle, up-building, comforting words that draw us into God’s loving arms. 

b. His first name is Compassion. Exod.34:6,7 Deut.5:9,10
The first thing that God wanted Israel to know was that He was filled with compassionate mercy. In Exod.34v6. “merciful,” is “rachuwm,” it means, compassionate, full of compassion, merciful, it is derived from “racham,” which means to fondle, to love, to love deeply, to have mercy, to be compassionate, to have tender affection, to have compassion. Before God tells Israel of His perfect justice He proclaims His perfect longsuffering love and mercy.

c. He is holy. He always acts with sacrificial love
The total dedicated love of the Trinity. The Seraphim in Is.6:2,3, who are seemingly the living creatures of Rev.4:8, express amazed ceaseless worship at the total dedicated love of the Trinity for their creation. (Note Bishop Heber’s hymn ‘Holy, holy, holy ….God in 3 Persons…) “Holy, holy, holy,” is not a statement about God’s purity, as wonderful as that is; it is an adoring expression of worship and thanks to God for His totally sacrificial caring love for His creation. 

In Is.6:3 “holy,” is the Hebrew “qadowsh” and is translated as “sacred, holy, the Holy One, a saint, set apart.”
In Rev.4:8., “holy” is the Greek adjective “hagios.”,” 40, it basically signifies “separated and dedicated,” it is used to describe both the earthly tabernacle and heavenly temple, Heb.9v2-4,8,12. 10v19.; and New Jerusalem, Rev.21v2,10. 22v19.; our “holy faith,” Jude.v20; “holy angels, Mk.8v38.; “holy apostles and prophets, Eph.3v5.; and of ordinary believers, “hagioi.” Rom.1v7. 1Cor.1v2. 2Cor.1v1. etc. We who were defiled by sin have become “holy or dedicated ones,” through the love of the Trinity, and death of Jesus. 
When “hagios” is used concerning believers it means separated from evil and dedicated to God; when it is used concerning the Trinity it means separated from evil and dedicated to their creation. “Hagios” has a wider meaning than the adjectives “katharos,” which means “pure or clean;” or “hagnos,” which means “pure, and free from defilement.” “Hagios” speaks of the constraint of dedicated love, as well as separation from evil. God’s holiness is love in action, ceaseless dedicated love for people. This is what God is like. 

d. The Holy Spirit is with us, and knows us better than we know ourselves.

He is thoughtfully, intimately and devotedly involved with all of our lives, and with all the areas of our beings, our bodies, souls and spirits, as someone has said, “He is closer to us than we are to ourselves.” The Holy Spirit is our “Paraclete,” our very closest Friend, Teacher, Comforter and Guide. Like the Father and Son, He is good; He is filled with giving love.

N.B. God’s strange and alien act of judgement. Is.28v21.

There is no contradiction between the love and compassion of God and His judgements. 
Those who continually resist the Holy Spirit are in the end given over to being deceived by lying evil spirits and deceitful prophets. 1Kings.22v14-27. Isa.37v5-7. Micah.2v11. See 2Chron.36v14-16 "Until there was no remedy." When Saul backslid God allowed an evil spirit to harass him. 1Sam.16v14. 18v10. 19v9. The Spirit’s influence is also described as being ‘the hand of God’, for good and for judgement. In 1 Sam 5:6-7. 6 ‘But the hand of the LORD was heavy upon them of Ashdod, and he destroyed them, and smote them with emerods, even Ashdod and the coasts thereof. 7 And when the men of Ashdod saw that it was so, they said, The ark of the God of Israel shall not abide with us: for his hand is sore upon us, and upon Dagon our god.’ KJV Whereas in Ezek 3:22 the Spirit i.e. the hand of the Lord was heavy upon Ezekiel for the purpose of prophesy - v22 ‘And the hand of the LORD was there upon me; and he said unto me, Arise, go forth into the plain, and I will there talk with thee.’ KJV
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