TALKS ON THE HOLY SPIRIT        TALK NO. 3: WHAT DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT DO?
Introduction – His character & generous love is shown by His mighty acts.
He is: a) an active member of the Godhead b) the direct agent between heaven & earth in the present age with regards to both salvation and sanctification c) the Administrator of the affairs of the Church Jesus purchased with His precious blood.  
Jesus leads us to the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit leads us to Jesus. ‘He shall not speak from Himself… but whatsoever He shall hear, these shall He speak’ Jn.16:13, 14 (ASV) He speaks not of his own mind only but with and on behalf of the mind of a Triune God.
Commentaries:

· ‘The results of deficient attention to the study and preaching of  the Third Person have appeared in dryness of spiritual experience, a low level of Christian life, formalism in worship, want of discipline in the Church, want of zeal in missionary enterprise’ (Downer)
· ‘Theology without the Holy Spirit is not only a cold stone, it is a deadly poison’ (Professor Beck of Tubingen)

· ‘Without doubt, it is part of the satanic plan to belittle the importance of the Holy Spirit and His activities, for he knows that nothing can ruin his hold upon the souls of men like a perfect understanding of who the Spirit is, and of the almighty power He possesses’ (H Lockyer)

· ‘In the Scriptures …what anything is in name, that it is in reality...what He (God) calls Himself is a revelation of what He is. Therefore in the names of the Holy Spirit we have a rich revelation of His character & work.’ (C H MacGregor)
1. WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS DONE
A. The Holy Spirit exercised the power of the Father & Son in creation
Gen 1:2 (moved, brood, hover over the waters) - Likewise he comes to hover over our lives with gentle creative power – that is His nature. Deut 32:11,12 (found, led, instructed, kept, stirreth, fluttereth, spreadeth, taketh, beareth, lead), Job 26:13 (garnished the heavens), Ps. 104:30 (‘Thou sent forth Thy Spirit, they are created: and Thou renewest the face of the earth’) Is. 32:1,15;11:1-10;65:17-25 (fruitful), Gen 2:7 (breathed)
B. The Holy Spirit inspired the prophets to write the scriptures
1 Sam.9:9, 1Chr.29:29 In the Old Testament a prophet ‘nabi’, ‘roeh’, or ‘chozeh’ could also be called a ‘seer’. In the NT ‘prophetes’ is one who speaks for God. Amos3:7,8 (reveals the secret) 1Sa:10 (prophesied with musical instruments), 2Sa:23:1,2 (David prophesied in his Psalms), Heb:3:7 Heb 3:7 (‘as the Holy Ghost says, Today if ye will hear his voice’) Hebr.9:8, 10:15. Mi.3:8 (In 1 Peter1:10,11 we read that the Spirit of Christ inspired the prophets to write scriptures and reveals truth and that He revealed to them the sufferings and glories of Christ), Rom3:2 (oracles of God). The prophets are not to be confused with the forbidden practices of the occultists and Spiritualists, Lev.19:31, Deut.18:10-12, Is.8:18-20, soothsayer or sorcerer (Balaam in Josh.13:22). Nu.23:23 (never fear being cursed by those who manifest the power of the Devil) Nu.24:9 see also Gen.12:3, Lk.10:17-24. 
C. The Holy Spirit called and equipped people for various kinds of service
a. The Holy Spirit conferred wisdom and ability upon chosen leaders
Gen 39.:1-6,21-23, Gen.41:37-41 (Joseph in Egypt), Deut. 34:9 (Joshua in Canaan), Da.1:17, 4:8, 5:10-14, 6:3 (Daniel in Babylon), 2Sa.23:2 (David), Ez.2:2 (Ezekiel)
b. God raised up deliverers for the children of Israel, when they repented and cried out to Him for help
1Cor.26-31 (weak to become strong) Nu.27:18(Joshua), The Holy Spirit came upon leaders, judges, warriors, and God gave them victory in war The Spirit of the Lord came upon: Ju.3:10 (Othniel), Ju.6:34 (Gideon) Ju.14:6 (Samson). 1 Sa.16:14 Saul),1Sa.10:6,10,11,26 (Sp. of the Lord came upon Samuel to prophesy ‘turned into another man’ ‘a band of men whose hearts God had touched’)
c. The Holy Spirit bestowed wisdom and skill for practical purposes
Neh.9:12,13,20 (HS’s guidance to Israel in wilderness ‘to give them light in the way’), Nu.11:14-19 (Bezalel), Zech.4:6-10 (Zerubbabel).
D. The Holy Spirit in relation to the birth, life and ministry of Jesus
a. The miraculous births and ministries of John and Jesus were the work of the Holy Spirit. 
Lu.1:35 (To Mary: ‘The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the Most High shall overshadow thee’), Mat.1:18(Mary with child ‘of the Holy Spirit’ To Joseph: ‘conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit’), Lu.2:25-36 (Simeon, ‘one upon whom the Holy Spirit rested’), Lu.2:36-38 (Anna was led by the Holy Spirit)
b The childhood and baptism of Jesus

Lu.2:40,52 (guided & protected…..’the child grew and waxed strong in spirit’), Lu.1:15,40,42 (John ‘was filled with the Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb’), Lu.1:41 (Elizabeth), Ps.69:8-11,20,21. Is.49:1-3. 50:3-7 (HS educated & developed Jesus ministry at Nazareth) Mat.3:16,17 (HS in ‘bodily form, as a dove’ upon Jesus at Jordan)  Is.42:1 (fulfils prophesy), Jn.3:34 (unlimited fullness in Jesus baptism ‘for he gives not the Spirit by measure’), Jn1:32,33 (Upon whom you see the Spirit descendingbaptises with HS)
c. The Holy Spirit and the temptation of Jesus
Mt.4:1 (led by), Mark1:2 (‘straightway the Spirit driveth him forth’), Job7:13-15 Luke4:13 (Job, Peter & Jesus had vicious spiritual attacks upon them) Lu. 4:14 (Jesus came out of the wilderness ‘in the power of the Spirit’), John 1:32,33 (‘Upon whom you shall see the Spirit descending and remaining on him, the same is he which baptises with the Holy Ghost’)
d. The Holy Spirit was the source of our Lord’s powerful, tender, and caring ministry
Fulfilled prophesy:  Is.11,2 (‘the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him’) Is.42:1-4 Mt.12:18-21 (‘I have put my Spirit upon him’… restored broken lives), Is.61:1,2a; Lu.4:16-21(‘The Spirit of the Lord has anointed me….’), Mt.3:11,12, Mk.1:8, Lu.3:16,17, Jn. 1:32,33 (prophesies the new age of HS ministry), Acts 8 &10 (a privilege available to all –sealed, indwelt, continuously filled. The HS is our heritage purchased by Jesus)
e. The public ministry of Jesus
Is.61:1,2 (‘Sp of the Lord is upon me’ - as in the year of Jubilee), Lu.4:21 (Scripture fulfilled), Jn.5:19-21,30 (‘I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge’ – the miracles were wrought through power of Sp.), Lu.11:20, Mt. 12:18,28,29 (Jesus said He attacked Satan’s kingdom and cast out evil spirits ‘with the finger of God’) Is:11:1-5 (endowed by Sp. with ‘wisdom & understanding’), Is.41:1-4 (Sp. would anoint ‘broken’ & bring ‘justice’)
f. The work of the Holy Spirit in the death and resurrection of Jesus
Heb.9:14 (the blood of Christ through the eternal Sp. ‘purge your conscience to serve a living God’), Rom.8:8-11 (‘life to your mortal bodies through His Sp.’), Rom.1:3,4 (‘the Sp….declared with power…his resurrection’), Jn.20:22,23 (breathed on them…Receive ye the HS), Acts 1:2 (Jesus gave commandments ‘through the HS’), Acts 1:5,7,8 (‘you shall be baptised with the HS not many days from now’)
E. Pentecost and after
a. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit Acts 1:4-8 (baptism in Sp. was the gift of Jesus & the Father promised to all believers and the Church) Acts 2:1-21,33,38,39 (preaching with power) Joel 2:28-32 (still being fulfilled) 1Cor.12:1-31. Rom.16:18-21 (a variety of gifts given to edify, unite, and empower the Church)
b. Special times of filling by the Holy Spirit Acts 4:8 (Peter ‘filled with the HS’), Acts 3:31 (on a company of disciples after persecution & threatening) Acts 6:5,8, 7:51-55 (Stephen) Acts 6:3 (to serve widows) Acts 13:9 (for judgement)
c. Judgement in the Book of Acts Acts 5:3,9 (lying to the HS) Acts 8:18-24 (rebuke for trying to purchase the power & gifts with money) Acts 13:8-12 (judgement performed by ‘the hand of the Lord’)
d. Holy Spirit will teach you Mk. 13:11 (‘It is not you that speak but the HS’) Lu.12:12 (‘the HS shall teach you in that very hour what to say’) Mt 10:20 (‘the Sp. of the Father which speaks in you’)
e. The guidance of the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts Acts 8:29,39 (‘catches away’ Philip) Acts 10:1-48,11:12 (Peter & house of Cornelius) 13:1-4 (confirms to separate Saul & Barnabas for the work) 15:28 (wisdom with problems) 16:6,7 (forbids) 21:4,10,11 (warns) 20:28-32 (appoints pastors & overseers)
2. WHAT DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT DO TODAY?

a. The Holy Spirit is the agent of the regeneration and the rebirth of our spirits
Gen.6:3, Jn.16:7-11 (HS makes His appeal on the grounds of truth)  Jn.3:6 (born / quickened of the Sp.), Eph.2:1-3, Titus 3:3-5, Jam. 1:13,14 (quickened) 1Cor. 12:3, Rom. 8:16 (‘the Sp. bears witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God’) Eph.1:14 (guarantee) Ez.36:25-27 (new heart) Heb. 8:10-13 (covenant promised) 2Cor.3:8-18 (age of the ‘ministration of the Sp.’ to manifest Himself in our lives & Churches)
b. Jesus promises an overflowing fullness of the Holy Spirit that will satisfy the thirst in our souls
Jn.7:37-39 (thirsty’…’but this He spoke of the Sp.’) Lu.11:13 (‘how much more’…‘give the HS to those who ask’) Jn.14:23 (Through the Sp. the Father & Son ‘make their abode’ in believers in Jesus)
c. The Holy Spirit comes to unite the heart and mind of the believer with the heart and mind of Jesus
Jn.14:26 (Jesus confirms to us the personality of the Divine Helper),15:26 (‘when the Comforter is come, whom I will send…..from beside the Father’), 16:14 (HS reveals Jesus. Jesus sends the Comforter. The Sp. testifies about Jesus)

d. Jesus and the Holy Spirit hide truth from us until we can bear it
Jn 16:12-15 (when the Holy Spirit comes He will guide, speak, glorify, inform and illuminate our minds by revealing Christ’s truth to us, warms our hearts and expand our spirits by revealing the Father and Jesus and their great love to us) 
e. The Holy Spirit comes to give us victory in the trials of life, and produce His character and fruit in us
Rom.5:3-5 (tribulation, perseverance, character, hope…’because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the HS’) Rom8:9 (the Spirit of adoption’) Rom.14:17 (joy) Rom.15:13 (abound in hope) Gal.5:22 (fruit of the Sp.), Eph.6:17 (sword) Rom.8:6 (live)
f. Sanctification 

Rom.1:4 (holiness in Jesus), 2Cor.7:1 (perfecting holiness) 2Cor3:3-18 (HS transfigures our character) Rom.8:26 (with HS’s aid we have the source & power behind effective intercession)
f. The Baptism in the Holy Spirit is God’s mark of ownership
Rom.8:9 (ownership) 8:15 (adoption), Eph.1:14 (‘you were sealed’) Eph.1:14 (‘foretaste of Heaven’)
3. The Holy Spirit comes TO give us practical aid in our daily living
a. In our home and work relationships and the practical problems of life
Have we any testimonies? Jesus was left in charge of the family business when Joseph died. Col.3:17 (‘whatsoever you do … give thanks’ doing all in the name of Jesus). True spirituality is manifested in ‘agape’ love in family situations. Col.3:23-25 (do with all your heart…unto the Lord) Col.4:1 (fairness in work practices)
b. The Holy Spirit comes to give us joy and liberty in our daily lives, and all the other fruit of the Spirit
Gal.4:19 (9 fruits of Sp.) Gal.5:19-22 (‘Where the Sp. of the Lord is there is liberty’) 2Cor.3:17 (Sp. source of joy & liberty) 2Cor.3:18 (‘transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Sp. of the Lord’)
c. The Holy Spirit comes to give us His continuous presence and benediction to our lives
2Cor.13:14 (The blessings of the grace, love & communion of the Godhead) Rom.8:1-16,(‘the Sp. is life’) Rom.15:13 (fill you & abound by the power of the Sp.) 2Cor.1:21,22 (the means to walk & live, sealed) 1Cor.1:10-12, Eph.3:3-5 (Sp. reveals deep & hidden mysteries of God)
d. The Holy Spirit’s interventions aid us in prayer
Rom.8:26,27 (it is not that the Spirit pleads on our behalf, but that he actively intervenes and throws himself into our case; He takes part in it. The Sp. continuously and ceaselessly intervenes in our lives and needs. The Sp. can revolutionise a Christian’s prayer life on earth)
Hebr.7:25 ‘entugchano’ (‘speaks of intervention rather than merely intercession’ Weust), (‘not that Jesus is ever interceding for us, but that he is eternally meeting us at every point, and intervening in all our affairs for our benefit’ Vincent)
4. the holy spirit is the source of effective ministry
a. The Holy Spirit is the revealer of the Father and Jesus 
Jn.14:26, 15:26, 16:13,14, Eph.1:12-18, 3:14-21 (Sp. brings deepest exp. of the Father & Son as the foundation for a successful ministry)
b The Holy Spirit is the overseer of the ministry gifts 

1 Cor.12:28, Rom.12, Eph.4:8-11 (gifts, apostles, prophets evangelists, pastors, teachers) 
c. The Holy Spirit brings unity to the body of Christ, and is the source of body ministry
Eph.4:13 (unity, knowledge, stature)
d. The Holy Spirit is the Source of transforming and satisfying worship 

2Cor.3:18, Eph.5:18-20, Col.3:16 (Sp. brings inspired worship), Ps.73 (Asaph the prophet led the worship with cymbals)
e. The Holy Spirit is the Source of power in prayer and intercession
Rom.8:26, Hebr.7:25, 1Tim.2:1 (through prayer and the Holy Spirit’s active engagement, with Jesus intervening, we can alter the ruling of nations) Acts 12:5 (‘Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him’ and an angel got him out!)
f. The Holy Spirit is the Source of successful evangelism
Preaching with the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven
1Pet.1:12 (‘preach gospel to you by the HS sent from heaven – things which angels desire to look into’) Rom.15:18-21 (Paul compelled the Gentiles to believe through mighty signs, wonders and miracles)
5. THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT Acts2:17-21,38,39. Heb.6:5, 13:8 (‘the powers of the age to come’) – See Talks 4, 5, 6
6. CONCLUSION Gal.3:2 (We receive the promise of the Holy Spirit by hearing God’s promise with faith)
What He has done for others – He can do for you!
7. ANY QUESTIONS?     Note: The scriptures marked in bold can be read as key verses under each heading
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