TALKS ON THE HOLY SPIRIT 
Talk No. 1.1.2: The Names of the Holy Spirit as described in the Old & New Testaments
The notable scholar and historian Edwin Hatch M. A., the Vice-Principle of St. Mary Hall, who lived 1835 to 1889, wrote the lovely hymn, which Princess Diana told Thora Hurd was her favourite hymn, (this reveals a great deal about Diana’s desire for God), “Breathe on me, Breath of God; Fill me with life anew, That I may love what Thou dost love, and do what Thou wouldst do.” Like our Lord in Jn.3v8 Hatch well understood that God the Holy Spirit comes as unseen and as powerful as a mighty wind to reveal and impart God into our lives. 

In the Old Testament the Hebrew word for “spirit” is “ruach,” which means, "breath," "wind" or "breeze” “air,” “spirit,” and is often associated with the impartation of life (Gen2:7 (life to Adam), Ez37:9 (life to dry bones), John 3:8 (life to sinners), John 20:22(life by Spirit to disciples)) The Spirit anointed Master was also the ‘Breather of the Spirit’ (Lockyer). The Holy Spirit is called in the Hebrew, “ ruach Elohim,” i.e., "Spirit of God," or "ruah YHWH,” i.e., "Spirit of Yahweh."  

In the New Testament  the word used for the Spirit is the Greek neuter noun “pneuma,” from the verb “pneo,” "to breathe," "to blow." It can occur with or without the article. In Greek the Holy Spirit is, “ to pneuma to hagion,” however He is often also simply referred to as, "the Spirit," or "the Spirit of the Lord," or "the Spirit of God," or  “the Spirit of the Father,” or "the Spirit of Jesus." Mt.3v16. Lk.4v18. Jn.14v17. Acts.5v9. Rom.8v26,27. Phil.1v19. 

In Hebrew:
YHWH means ‘The Independent One, The Self-existent One, the one who always was, always is and ever is to come’. 
Elohim means ‘a plurality in unity’ - ‘the Trinity in unity’ (‘im’ means plurality so that Elohim refers to the ‘Executive of the Godhead’(H Lockyer). It is found some 3,000 times in the Bible and over 2,300 of these references the term is applied to God. In other places it is used in a secondary sense.
Elohim is the fourth word in the opening of the Bible ‘In the beginning Elohim’ – Used 35 times in first 2 chapters of the Bible in connection with God’s creative power and is most frequently used in Deuteronomy & Psalms. Elohim speaks of the function of Deity in creation, judgment, deliverance, and punishment of evil-doers. Elohim as ruler, omnipotence, creative & governing power.

Parkhurst defines the name Elohim as one usually given in Scripture to the Trinity by which they represent themselves as under obligation of an oath to perform certain conditions. ‘Elohim’ often implies ‘Fullness of might’ ‘One in covenant’ ‘I will be with them in covenant relationship’ Gen 171-8. It refers to absolute, unqualified, unlimited energy’. A great ‘mystery of godliness is latent in Elohim. A repository of truth concerning the Persons of the Godhead. God reminds us ‘I will be to you an Elohim’ – our reply is – ‘My Elohim; in Him will I trust’ Ps 91:2
In the Old Testament He is prominently associated with creation, natural forces, as well as prophesy. In the OT there are some 90 references to the Holy Spirit in which there are many different titles, falling into three groups, are found. 
1. Those expressing His relation to God e.g. The Spirit of God (Gen 1:2), 
2. Those expressing His character Thy Good Spirit (Neh.9:20), His Holy Spirit (Is.63:10,11) 
3. Those expressing His operations upon men e.g. the Spirit of Wisdom, Knowledge, Understanding (Is. 11:2) 

In the New Testament there are some 260 passages with direct reference to the Holy Spirit from which some 39 different designations are applied to Him pervading all of the 27 NT books. The Book of Acts would be better described as ‘’The Acts of the Holy Spirit through the disciples’ ‘When the truth is preached in the power and demonstration of the Spirit, mightly things always happen’(Lockyer)
Titles associated with His Personality: Of these He is linked to both the Father e.g. The Promise of My Father (Acts1:4) and the Son e.g. the Spirit of His Son (Gal4:6). Another Comforter (John 14:16). 
In the N T the accent is more on the spiritual, moral and ethical aspects of His activities.

Symbolic designations are drawn from natural life e.g. wind (John 3:8; Acts2:2), water (John 7:37-39), fire (Is.4:4, Acts 2:3) or animate life; dove (Gen1:2, Lu.3:22). 

Other metaphors include Porter (John 10:3) Paraclete (Prompter)(John 14:16,26), Comforter ((Acts 9:31ASV), Advocate (1John 2:1), Helper (Rom. 8:26)

Holy. It is interesting to observe that the use of the adjective holy in connection with the Spirit is found some 100 times in the Bible. The Holy Spirit is now the name we use for the third person of the Trinity. However ‘baptised in holy Spirit’ is a literal translation of the Greek, without a definite article, indicating power of the Spirit. Where the definite article is used in scripture (i.e. the word ‘holy’) it emphasises the person rather than the power. (D Pawson)
