TALKS ON THE HOLY SPIRIT-No. 4.2: HOW TO RECEIVE A MIGHTY BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

Names in the New Testament given to the ‘baptism’ in the Holy Spirit:
The Spirit ‘without measure’ upon Jesus (Jn. 3:34, Is. 11:2, 42:1, 61:1, Luke 4:16-21, Acts 10:38)

The Spirit baptism (Mt. 3:11, 20:22,23, Lu. 3:16, John 1:31-34, Acts 1:4-8, 2:1-21, 8:15-24, 10:44-48, 11:14-18, 15:7-11, 19:1-7, Gal. 3:14)

The promise of the Father (Luke 24:49, Acts 1:4, 5)         

Sealed with the promise (Eph. 1:13)

The earnest of the Spirit (2 Cor. 1:22, 5:5, 1Jn. 4:13, Phil. 1:19)

The fullness of God (Eph. 3:19, Rom 15:29)

The rivers of living water (Jn. 7:37-39)



The full anointing of the Spirit (Jn. 14 12-15)

The enduement of power from on high (Lu. 24:49)

Note also the ‘measures’ of the Spirit given in the Old Testament: Mosaic portion (Nu. 11:17,25); Mosaic portion divided into 71 portions (Nu. 11:16-17, 25-29); Elijah portion (2Kings 2:9); Double portion (2Kings 2:9-10); Elijah portion on John the Baptist (Lu. 1:15-17)

Some people believe that we receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit at conversion, however, this can be shown to be incorrect by many passages of Scripture. The apostles were converted before Pentecost, their names were "written in heaven," Lk.10v20; they were "clean,". Jn.15v3; they belonged to God. Jn.17v6,9,23. After Calvary these disciples received the baptism of the Spirit that had been promised to them. Acts.1v5-8. Pentecost was not the time when they were saved, they were rejoicing in their salvation before Pentecost. Lk.24v52,53

Paul was saved when he met the Lord Jesus on the Damascus road, he owned the Lordship of Christ, he said, "Lord, what will thou have me to do?" Acts.9v6. Ananias was able to call him "Brother Saul." Ananias was sent that Paul might receive his sight and be filled with the Spirit, this was three days after Paul's conversion. Acts.9v9,17. At Samaria the people accepted Philip's sign-attested ministry and became joyful believers. It was several, or even many days later that Peter and John came to Samaria to lay hands on the converts, that they might receive the baptism in the Spirit. Acts.8v5-18

Peter tells us in Acts.2v38,39., that the baptism in the Spirit comes after repentance and faith in Christ, and also as a general rule, after baptism in water. The exceptions to this rule are found in Acts.10v44-48 and possibly Acts.9v18.. We are told in Jn.1v29,33 that Christ came not only to save but to fill with the spirit as well, these are obviously looked upon as quite distinct experiences, the baptism in the Spirit is a quite distinct experience from conversion.

In Acts.19v2. Paul asks the question, "Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?" However, some have translated this Scripture in the following way, "Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye believed?" The first translation states that the baptism of the Spirit is after conversion, the second translation states that the baptism of the Spirit is at conversion. Which of the translations gives the correct translation of the Greek words? There can be no doubt that the correct translation of the Greek shows that the baptism of the Spirit takes place after conversion and not at conversion. The words translated "since ye believed" and " when ye believed," are the translation of the Greek word "pisteusantes," From the Greek the literal translation of the sentence means "Having believed, did ye receive the Holy Spirit”. The Scriptures nowhere look upon salvation and the baptism of the Spirit as identical events. F.F. Bruce states in his commentary on the book of Acts that the "disciples" at Ephesus were Christians whose knowledge of Christianity was in a similar defective condition to that of Apollos before he was instructed by Priscilla and Aquila. Acts.18v24-28. Their baptism in the Spirit occurred sometime after their conversion, when the apostle Paul laid hands upon them.

Probably the clearest statement in the Scripture that the baptism in the Spirit takes place after the conversion and not at conversion, is found in Eph.1v13., it states that "after ye had believed (in Christ), ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise." This promise of the Spirit was not the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit, which all Christians have before the baptism of the Spirit, it was the promise of the Father, the promise of the baptism in the Spirit, the enduement of the power from on high. Lk.24v49. The words "after that you had believed" are the translation of the Greek word "pisteusantes" which we have just considered. By the use of this word Paul confirms the fact that the Ephesians received the baptism in the Spirit some time after their conversion not at conversion.

The outpouring of the Spirit at the house of Cornelius proves that Christians can receive the baptism in the Spirit a few seconds or minutes after believing on Christ as Saviour, and without having been previously baptised in water, and without having the ministry of the laying on of hands. There are thousands, indeed, millions today who have proved the truth of the Scriptures that after conversion the Christian can experience the baptism in the Spirit. The baptism in the Spirit is an experience that comes after conversion, the Holy Spirit who is with the believer in Jesus comes to live in their body. Jn.14v17. Lk.10v20 with Acts.1v4,5,8. 8v5-18. 9v9,17. Eph.1v13. The sign that this has taken place is the speaking with other tongues as the Holy Spirit gives utterance. Acts.2v4. 10v45,46. Jesus is the baptiser in the Holy Spirit. Jn.1v33. Acts.2v32,33
John Wesley was converted 24 May 1738 stating ‘I felt my hear strangely warmed’. In Wesley’s Journal referencing 1762 (some 24 yrs later) we read ‘Many years ago my brother frequently said, ‘Your day of Pentecost is not fully come; but I doubt not it will; and you will then hear of persons sanctified as frequently as you do now of persons justified’. Any unprecedented reader may observe that it was now fully come. And accordingly we did hear of persons sanctified...//…although instances of the latter were far more frequent than they had been for twenty years before. That many of these did not retain the gift of God is no proof that it was not given them. That many do retain it to this day is a matter of praise and thanksgiving’.
David Pawson in the Prologue to his book ‘Jesus Baptises in One Holy Spirit’ describes it like this: ‘the focus of my thinking has been that initial work of the Holy Spirit, often called ‘baptism in the Spirit’. This is what I understood happened to me that day as I knelt alone. But that was seventeen years after ‘accepting Christ’ as my Lord and Saviour. Why did I have to wait so long? Do others have to? Do we have to grow spiritually to a certain stage before being eligible? I remember asking an evangelist, David Shepherd, about this. In his broad Welsh accent, which cannot be reproduced on paper, he bellowed: ‘Have you not noticed? The disciples were baptised in the Holy Spirit in Acts 2, not in Acts 28 – at the beginning, not the end!’
If we want a deep experience of the Holy Spirit we must seek the baptism in the Spirit with the following attitudes of heart:

1. With a deep faith in the Word of God and the goodness of God. 
Heb.11v6. ‘he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him’ 

To be strong in faith we must feed on the food of faith, the Holy Scriptures. 2Tim.3v14-17. Jn.20v30,31. 1Pet.2v2. Acts.20v32. Rom.10v17

2. With a determination to live a life of obedience and holiness. 
Acts 5:32  ‘the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him’.

Confess and forsake your sins, renew your consecration, be determined to serve God with all your heart. Hunger and thirst after righteousness, determine to keep your heart pure. Turn away from the failures of the past and determine to live wholly for God and He will accept your consecration. Phil.3v7-14. Rom.12v1,2

3. With a heart thirsting for God and much prayer. 

Ps 42:1,2 ‘My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God’
Lk.11v9-13 ‘Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you’

John 7:37 ‘Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink’
This removes the hindrances to full communion with God and prepares the heart for the blessing of God. It is the Christian’s joy and delight to meet with their heavenly Father. The prayer-meeting is the power-house of the church. Acts.1v14

4. With a genuine humility of mind. 
Mt.5v3. ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven’

11v28-30 ‘ take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart’
Is.66v1,2. ‘saith the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word’
Ps.138v6. ‘Though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly’
Intellectual arrogance and pride will always result in spiritual barrenness. How many preachers and teachers today would have the humility that Apollos had, he was willing to learn of further truth and blessing from ordinary church members. He did not make his already great ministry an excuse for being complacent and satisfied, Apollos was willing to learn and an even greater blessing came upon his already great ministry Acts.18v24-28.

5. With a praising heart and praising lips. 
Ps.95v1-7 Ps 95:1 O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation’

Lk.19v37-40 ‘Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest’
Heb.13v15 ‘by him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually’
Break through your reserve and worship God with all your heart. Ps.103v1,2,22. This does not mean with great noise as excessive noise is not conclusive to worship. Worship is the affection and devotion of a loving heart poured out to God in sincere thanks. How the Lord deserves our worship, "Oh that men would praise the Lord for His goodness and His wonderful works to the children of men." Ps.107:8,15,21.

6. With others who are earnestly seeking God. 
Acts.1v14 ‘These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication’

Heb.10v24,25 ‘Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together’

In the upper room were 120 who with the one mind sought God for the blessing He had promised, fellowship of this kind is indispensable. If you want a powerful baptism of the Spirit you will have to seek the baptism in the Spirit with these attitudes of heart. A shallow approach very often results in a shallow experience that is disappointing and is easily lost. A dedicated and prayerful seeking of the baptism in the Spirit will result in a satisfying, deep and lasting experience that gets richer as time passes by, if the same dedication and prayerfulness continue. Let us "dig deep" with God. Mt.7v24-27.

The Lord Jesus breathed upon the disciples and told them to receive the power of the Holy Spirit. Though this is not the baptism in the Spirit, it was not just a mere symbol, there was a definite impartation of spiritual power and authority. Jn.20v21-23. The Lord Jesus also told us to come to Him and in faith "drink" of His fullness, and He will fill us with the Holy Spirit and as a result of this, rivers of the life-giving power of God will flow out of our lives. Jn.7v37-39. So let us come to the Lord Jesus with worship, faith and dedication, without any stress and perfectly relaxed, trusting in His grace and love and He will fill us with the Holy Spirit. Jn.1v33.

We must let our lips express the love that our hearts feel for the Lord Jesus, for the Holy Spirit comes to help us to worship the Lord in a far better way than we can in our own language, and He will find it difficult to fill the closed and prayerless heart. So we can see that it is very necessary that we should be loving and worshipping the Lord with all our heart, and surely the Lord has so laden us with benefits that this is not only our privilege but our "meet and bounden duty" as well.

The Scriptures make it clear that the ministry of the laying on of hands can have an important part to play in the reception of the baptism of the Spirit. Those who are "full," i.e. powerfully filled with the Holy Spirit's power can have a ministry of helping people into the experience of the baptism in the Spirit. However, this valuable ministry can only be a formality if the person or persons who are exercising this ministry are not prayerful and good men who are full of the Holy Spirit. Note that the giver of the baptism is Jesus, not the human agent (John 3:27,30-34 ‘A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven’ KJV)
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