TALKS ON THE HOLY SPIRIT 


1. INTRODUCTION
1.1.1: Why is it important to study the Holy Spirit?

1) To receive a better understanding of the Trinity and God’s will for His church. 

2) Traditional belief. An ancient Creed states…’the Third Person of the Trinity proceeding from the Father and the Son, of the same substance and equal in power and glory, and is, together with the Father and the Son to be believed in, obeyed, and worshipped throughout the ages’

3) Spiritual barrenness. ‘Imperfect views of the Spirit’s personality and power make for spiritual barrenness’ (Lockyer). As Downer puts it in his volume,  The Mission and Ministration of the Holy Spirit, ‘The result of deficient attention to the study and preaching of the Third Person have appeared in dryness of spiritual experience, a low level of Christian life, formalism in worship, want of discipline in the Church, want of zeal in missionary enterprise.’ It was Professor Beck of Tubingen who said that, ‘Theology without the Holy Spirit is not only a cold stone, it is a deadly poison.’
4) God is pouring out His Spirit upon all who will receive. Acts.2v4, 16v23, 32-40.
5) Consternation in some Christian circles

6) Every doctrine that the Scripture and the evangelical Christian holds as "fundamental" and "precious" is held by Pentecostal Christians. 
7) Some have felt it necessary to magnify out of all proportion the excesses of a small minority of "Pentecostal failures" or "fringe fanatics 1Cor.1v2, 7. 3v1-3. 
8) To give the gift of tongues and spiritual gifts, the place that the Scripture tell us to. Christ that is to have the pre-eminence in all things. Col.1v18.
9) What drives us to defend the Pentecostal truths? It is: a) the attacks of the critics and b) the compromise of many Christians and churches.
10) I hope that by a fresh look at these teachings many Christians may come to experience their Pentecostal heritage. Men, devils and Satan have incessantly tried to rob the church of this.
11) A Pentecostal revival is always "a sign spoken against" Lk.2v34. Acts.28v22. 2Tim.2v24-26. 1Cor.4v12. 1Pet.2v23. 

12) The baptism in the Spirit is certain to lead us into conflict and we must be prepared for it. We need to put on all the armour of God. Eph 6:10-20

13) The person who is filled with the Spirit must obey the Holy Spirit. He is a comforter and teacher and we must follow His leadings.

14) The baptism of the Spirit must find its outlet in Christian service and the extension of the kingdom of God. We all have various ministries to perform.

15)  Great manifestations of the gifts of revelation and power and demonstrations are given to mature Christians not Pentecostal babes.1Tim.3v6, 7. 1Cor.14v28-31. Lk.6v40. Babes have milk, mature Christians strong meat and a mightier exercise of "the powers of the age to come." 1Pet.2v2. Heb.6v5.
16) We should "covert earnestly" the lovely gifts of the Holy Spirit, and this means that we should desire to speak with other tongues "as the Spirit gives utterance." 2Tim1v6. Rev.2v7,11,17. etc. 1Cor.14v1.
17) Why study the scriptures for answers? 

Acts 17:11-12 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few. 2 Tim 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness. 
18) So let us go on……..

Heb 6:1-3, 1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 And this will we do, if God permit. KJV. Go on…..is the Greek word ‘phero’, as to be borne along like a ship driven by the wind (Acts 27:15-17) Here the spirit is the power that moves believers forward (Dakes) (Acts 2:2-4 ‘rushing’; 2Pet.1:21 ‘moved’; Rom 8:14 ‘led’

